Child abuse and neglect: a worldwide concern.
As knowledge about child abuse and neglect increases worldwide, so does the literature on abuse and neglect. The authors explore many studies published this year, with attention to the advances in understanding which are guiding prevention efforts as well as diagnosis and treatment of abuse and neglect. The evidence base for many forms of child abuse continues to grow. Controversy around the diagnosis of child abuse still continues, with current debate focused on the diagnosis of abusive head injury and whether children with vitamin D deficiency are misdiagnosed with abusive fractures. As clinicians begin to understand the factors which may increase child vulnerability to abuse, more sophisticated and focused prevention efforts are being implemented, and researchers are evaluating these efforts with an eye to whether or not they really contribute to prevention. The short-term and long-term impact of child maltreatment is significant not only for individuals but for families and communities in which abuse is taking place. General pediatricians have an important role to play with families and in the community as advocates for the protection of children. However, it is clear that specialists in child abuse should also play a role in order for diagnosis and management of abuse to adhere to a high standard of care. This has been validated this year by the creation of Child Abuse Pediatrics as a board certified specialty in the United States. As knowledge about abuse and neglect grows, clinicians are focusing on prevention as well as diagnosis and treatment.